




Abstract

In this thesis, we have aimed to offer a liturgical and spiritual exegesis of the Pentecostarion season (the Paschal Tide). Our approach also includes a historical analysis of this period and the liturgical book that represents it: the Pentecostarion.
The thesis consists of three parts. The first part traces the historical trajectory of the three main feasts that mark and define the Paschal season, as well as other feasts added over time to complete the spiritual journey from the Resurrection of the Lord to All Saints Sunday. We have thus understood that the essential hymnographic and typikonal elements were composed in the Jerusalemite area between the 1st and 5th centuries, with their development to almost the form we have today occurring in the Constantinopolitan area from the 6th to the 14th century. The earliest hymnographic elements of the Church have a profound Paschal theme, and in the current liturgical book of the Pentecostarion, some of these hymns, dating back to the 4th century, have been preserved.
The liturgical book of the Pentecostarion follows the development of hymnography. Originally, collections of hymns were collated in books called Tropologions. Later, these were divided either by hymnographic genre or according to the liturgical period in which the hymns were sung. The hymns for the complete Paschal liturgical cycle, the period before and after Pascha, were grouped into the Triodion-Pentecostarion. New hymnographic compositions led to its division into two distinct books, the Triodion and the Pentecostarion, both of which underwent changes until the 14th century. The liturgical book of the Pentecostarion became relatively standardized with the printed editions of the 16th century.
A real interest for us was to study hymnography in terms of its authorship. In the manuscripts and old printings of the Pentecostarion, we discovered authors whose authorship was left aside in later editions. There have been cases where the same composition was attributed to different hymnographers in distinct manuscripts. In our research, we tried to establish the authorship of the hymns as closely as possible. Of particular interest were the two famous hymnographers named Joseph—Joseph the Hymnographer and Joseph of Thessalonica—as well as the Anatolika stichera.
The second part of the thesis deals with the Typikon of the Pentecostarion. In addition to emphasizing the specifics of the liturgical observances of this period, we have also extended the analysis to their spiritual meanings. The biblical and patristic readings are essential elements in the worship, together with the hymnography, and should therefore be understood and valorized as such. The logic of these readings teaches us how to live the Resurrection as a revealing and renewing act of God. Another area of interest was the numbers, whose symbolic meanings reveal another way of viewing and living this period as an anticipation and foretaste of life in the Kingdom of God. Guided by the reflections of the Holy Fathers of the Church, we discovered that the numbers 1, 7, 8, 40, and 50 configure the Paschal season and support its mystagogical meaning. A theme for personal reflection was the Church Hours in monastic life, in which we followed the spiritual significance of each Hour and how they can become stepping stones on the spiritual ascent.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The third part of the thesis touches on the main focus of our research: Mystagogy. The significance of mystagogy, which we have presented at length in an excursus, is the Church's way of guiding us through teachings, rituals, symbols, and prayer to the ultimate goal of our lives: union with God through participation in His life, partly before death, fully after death. In this view, death is a moment of transition between two modes of existence. It contains a mystery unveiled only in Jesus Christ, who has passed from death to Life and from earth to Heaven. Death is a Paschal mystery, but it reveals this dimension only in relation to Christ, "our Passover". We have therefore analyzed, in individual chapters, the mystagogical significance of each feast during this period, beginning with Resurrection Sunday and ending with All Saints Sunday. We must bear in mind that each Sunday in the Paschal Tide has the status of a feast, with its own hymnographic and mystagogical theme and its own after-feast period. In our exegetical approach, we made particular use of biblical, hymnographic, and patristic resources. At the same time, we have tried to render the red thread that runs through the whole Paschal period and the internal connection between the feasts. We saw in Bright Week a concentration of all the Sundays throughout the year. We noticed that each Sunday prepares a new spiritual experience and all together they lead us step by step towards receiving the perfect gift of the Holy Spirit. We have also emphasized the thaumaturgical aspect found in the themes of the Pentecostarion’s Sundays, bearing in mind that as long as we live in time and in the body, we are in a fallen, ontologically weakened existence. It is precisely this fallenness and weakness that Christ comes to heal through all his saving acts, culminating in his Death, Resurrection, Ascension at the right hand of the Father, and the sending of the Holy Spirit. Each Sunday of the Pentecostarion is a different kind of resurrection, which translates into healing. As a result of being healed of some infirmity, we are raised to a new life, a life renewed by the power of Christ. The Pentecostarion prepares us for a more intense living of the Risen Christ in our lives.
The mystagogical path presented in our research is meant to accompany the liturgical and spiritual life of every believer in the Church. For this, it is necessary to continually relate ourselves to the Resurrection, not as a past event external to us, but as the Person of the Risen Christ and the Holy Spirit Who brings His presence into our hearts, which He has previously cleansed. The Mystagogy of Pentecost leads us to the foretaste of the Kingdom of God through the gift of the Holy Spirit, poured out fully at Pentecost and present in the Church. It is from this gift that we can gradually share more and more by living according to the law of Christ, which is the law of loving one's enemies, keeping a clear conscience towards all people, forgiving one's enemies, enduring patience in hardships, temptations, and injustices, and striving unceasingly for the heavenly life, after His likeness. Christ invites us, by a new life in the Holy Spirit, to become more and more like Him, so that we may become sons of the Heavenly Father and heirs of His Kingdom. Throughout the thesis, we have endeavored to emphasize the personal character of the mystery of the Resurrection, that is, the real presence of the Risen Christ in us and in our midst, a presence mediated by the liturgical act properly understood, by living according to His commandments, by the invocation of the Holy Spirit, and by personal prayer.
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